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said: we are prepared to give you control. But they are talking here of transitional safeguards.
Now consider this thing in the light of happenings in Bengal. The Ordinance is most objectionable. The most objectionable was the Rowlatt Act. This is much more objectionable. It reminds us of the Mutiny days and Martial Law days. It is worse than the Martial Law. In Martial Law decisions are liable to be revised, not here. Here it is legalized Martial Law. Attempt to commit murder to be punished by hanging. No appeal, proceedings in camera, mere boys given powers to try, and they can transmit these powers to police officers. The Irish thing is not worse. Delivering up the absconders. This will punish the whole of Bengal. The crimes in Martial Law were bad, but vengeance was terrible.
When I read the declaration in the light of this Ordinance I find no readiness to part with power. The little responsibility given is a shadow and our difficulties to work under this handicap would be evidence against us. Take the assembly today. Men, practically of Government nomination, rejected proposals which got certified. The budget also suffered the same fate. How can you have responsible government the next day when you have undiluted repression? In South Africa, when responsible government came, it came naturally to them. People knew it was coming. Every organic growth is like that. Here is no such thing. But my opinion is subject to this that the present proposals are tentative, that some alterations would be made, that the Ordinance would be removed in two or three days.
WRENCH : I cannot help feeling that there is a great change. Rother-mere and Churchill do not count very much. MacDonald's statement is better than I had hoped. If you get a Tory majority as far as it has gone, I do not think you can have anything better. Why not wait for three years? Let Great Britain show that it is really honest.
GANDHIJI : The Irish parallel does not answer. There were negotiations during which there was no repression; here repression is going on whilst there have been negotiations going on. Sir Samuel Hoare frankly said: "I have no confidence in your ability or competence." If you say, don't judge us by what Churchill says, I agree. But if you say, don't judge us by what Mac-Donald says or Lothian says, then I should despair. Hoare is a straight man, a man of his word, honest; but he is rigid, hard, impossible to dislodge, [and shows an] amazing ignorance of Indian history. He feels that Indian administration has been a positive